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Churchdown Male Voice Choir 

 

Minutes of Annual General Meeting for year ending Dec 31, 2019 
held on Monday February 17th 2020 at Churchdown Community 

Centre  
 

1. Those present at meeting held on Monday February 17, 2020 
Adrian Law, Colin Acton, Ian Blowers, Meirion Jones, Bill Beamish, Hugh Fletcher, Mike 
Lander, Phil Gardiner, John Bowles, Edward Wragg, Dusty Miller, David Hier, Greg Owen, 
Terry Febery, Robert Borthwick, Jeff Bourton, Mike Brown, Derrick O’Brien, Ralph 
Barnes, James Quinn, Mike Pictor, Simon Hill, Keith Waldon, Karl Kockerhan, Thomas 
Kus, Graham Crisp, Janet Acton, Humphrey Griffiths, John Friend, Eric Cooper, Geoff 
Craven, Albert Bater, Tim Price, Roger Higgs, Daniel Jesudason, John Veits, Brian 
Marshall, Mike Wakeham, Pete Wilson, Malcolm Williams, Clive Ryder, Peter Forthergill, 
Bas Calaco, Mike St John Green, Chris Hawkins, Albert Pettit, David Gamble, Martin 
Allen, Stuart Critchley, Steve Tidcombe, Steve Carlyon. 51 members present   
 

2. Apologies, Martin Gamston, Ron McCullen, Mike Vickers, Dave Duckett, Dave Hawker, 
Geoff Senior, David Wilson, Colin Stone, Alan Crowther. 
   

3.    Minutes of the AGM for the year ending Dec 31, 2019 held on February 17th, 2020 
Adrian pointed out that the statement in the Chairman’s Report stating that the cabinet 
was in the café was inaccurate. The cabinet is now in the charge of the CCA and they will 
decide where it is to be placed. Minutes were amended. 
 
Adrian pointed out that the sixth para in Chairman’s Report should state subscriptions 
NOT funds. Also add that the proposal was carried unanimously. Minutes amended. 
 

4.    Matters arising from the minutes 
Adrian asked what was happening regarding the location of the cabinet. The CCA have 
taken over the cabinet now and will decide where to place it later. Should be in the cafe 
but space could be an issue. Pete Wilson confirmed that the cabinet no longer belonged 
to the choir and was now the responsibility of the CCA. Roger will discuss with CCA.  
 

5.    Chairman’s Report 
Gentlemen – Firstly, a big thank you for supporting me during my first year as Chairman. 
I also want to thank all of you for attending rehearsals and concerts and the willingness 
to help others who sometimes struggle to get to venues. However, the people who have 
supported me the most during this year is your committee. That’s not to say we haven’t 
had disagreements on decisions that have been made. That said, once the decision has 
been accepted then the committee works diligently and together to see those decisions 
through. This is an extremely hard-working committee. Please put your hands together 
in appreciation. 
 
Last summer we had a meeting to discuss publicity, and the way forward. Ian Mean was 
invited to the meeting along with Greg Owen and John Friend. It turned out to be a 
lengthy meeting with many ideas put forward. Some of which have been used – some 
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not. Greg and John have now started working tirelessly together, getting all the 
information collated and then to put those ideas before the committee. With 
sometimes a frustrating delay waiting for a decision. 

 
Efficient running of any organisation consists of two distinct operations - day to day 
decision making and strategic planning. You have given us the responsibility to work for 
the good of the choir. Some decisions have to be taken which are not necessarily easily 
taken. A case in point is the need to change the way in which we served food and drinks 
at the Christmas concerts. This seemed like undermining a long held tradition. But with 
the health and safety restrictions now becoming more severe, this change was deemed 
necessary.  

 
The choir success is based on the performances of our concerts. And we have a 
wonderful team in Ralph, James and the Music Sub Committee. I would like you to put 
your hands together in appreciation.  

 
Uniforms are an important part of the choir. Keeping on top of this is a daunting job and 
thanks to Tim Price and Mike Brown for their hard work during the year. 

 
Other thanks have to go to Ian Blowers as Secretary, Ed Wragg Librarian, Colin and Janet 
Acton for ticket sales and Martin Gamston and Tim Price for social events and 
afterglows, Mike St John Green for compering the concerts this year, and Mike Brown 
for uniforms, and Derrick O’Brien for continued work with the choir register. Also Mike 
Wakeham who took on the role of Stage Manager. And a big thankyou to Mike Pictor as 
the new Treasurer, along with the responsibility of looking after the data base. Lastly, 
Tim Price who has taken on the role of Deputy Chairman.  

 
On a number of occasions during rehearsal and concerts, people have come to me and 
asked if they can help in any way. This means a lot to me. Thank you so much. 

 
6.    Treasurer’s Report 
This was the first report by Mike Pictor who has replaced John Bowles as Treasurer. 
Mike presented a detailed explanation of the Choir Accounts for the year ending 2019. 
 
However, Adrian had a number of questions which resulted in a convoluted discussion 
which ranged from monies not received by some charities, to the purchase of new 
uniforms which were required to replace existing jackets which are no longer available 
for all choir members.  
 
Most of the queries raised by Adrian were either answered an accepted at the meeting, 
or noted by the Secretary and will be brought up at future committee meetings. 
 
 

1. Page 2 – Adrian asked why the 2019 concert figure was lower than the 2018 
amount. Mike explained that a number of organisers last year kept the monies 
received at the concerts, so therefore the amount raised did not go through the 
accounts of the choir. We had always been informed about the amounts raised. 

2. Adrian asked about donations out, compared with £513 for the year 2018. Mike 
confirmed that there weren’t any donations going out this year, but would look at 
the previous year’s accounts to find out where the amount went. Mike will report 
back later. 
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3.   Adrian asked about the Honorariums, stating that the amounts were fixed. Mike 
explained that when one of the music team is not available we have to hire an 
alternative. The amount paid to the stand in can be slightly higher than the amount 
paid to the music team, therefore resulting in a different figure. 

4.   Adrian asked why the Administrative fees were more this year than in 2018. Mike 
explained that expenses for chairman and committee members were now put into 
the admin expenses, along with payments made to guest performers. 

5.   Adrian asked why the Fund Balance was less this year than 2018. He asked if John 
Lewis and Dobbies, in particular, had paid the choir for the performance. Roger 
explained that the John Lewis performance was a multi-choir performance and the 
choir took the view that this was a publicity event which would benefit the choir – 
which it did – we had a number of new choristers from that event.  With particular 
response ref Dobbies Mike stated that despite letters, emails and telephone calls 
where they paid funds into non choir accounts he gave up chasing. 

6.   Adrian asked about music which has been ordered and not yet rehearsed yet. 
Adrian then asked about the lights used and the Christmas concert – whether they 
are the choir’s or borrowed. Roger confirmed they were borrowed. Adrian then 
asked about uniforms and why wasn’t the Constitution adhered to under the 
heading Rules and Regulations. The committee did raise the question of new 
waistcoats with the choir and a vote was taken in favour of the purchase of the 
waistcoats. Adrian said that we have an acceptable “uniform” consisting of dog 
tooth jacket, black shirt and yellow tie etc. However, it was pointed out again that 
we don’t have enough jackets for the complete choir, rendering the DJ as the only 
uniform available. Adrian wasn’t at the rehearsal when the vote took place. Roger 
suggested that the committee would look at whether or not the Rules and 
Regulations section of the constitution needs changing.  
 

Mike then gave notice that he would be asking for an increase in subscriptions from next 
year if the finances dictated (2021). 
   
7.   Appointment of Independent Examiner 
Mike Pictor stated that Laura Neasmith is happy to continue as Independent Examiner 
and he proposed that this appointment be continued. A vote was taken and carried 
unanimously. Proposed by Pete Wilson and seconded by Colin Acton. Carried 
unanimously. 
 
8.  Music Director’s Report 
This year has been one of the most exciting and productive years I have been involved 

with this choir since I joined in 2000. We have performed in twenty concerts and have 

recruited many new members. Our first performance was on the 23rd March where 

Churchdown, Cotswold, Blue Moon Harmony and The Gotherington Singers took part in 

a special Memorial concert for Pam Taverner although it felt more like a celebration 

which I am sure Pam would have certainly wanted it to be. Pam was the choir’s 

accompanist from 1998-2010 and fittingly the concert was held at St Stephen’s Church, 

Cheltenham where Pam had for many years been the Church Organist. With notable 

performances from Jeff Bourton, John and Helen Wright the evening was well received 

by a full church of people who wanted to pay their last respects. It was an emotional 

occasion for everyone and the joint performance of ‘The Prayer ‘was stunning by all four 

choirs and was a great tribute. This piece of music was a family favourite and the choirs 
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had worked very hard to have it ready for the concert. The family were extremely 

grateful to all of the choir’s and performers. 

A week later the choir were performing in the beautiful church of St Mary’s in Frampton 

on Severn on the banks of the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal. The highlight was ‘Morte 

Christi’ which was accompanied by James on the organ, the very instrument that was 

played by the composer Charles Hubert Parry. The choir approved of the church 

acoustics, a full audience and the history of the place including an 18th century chamber. 

I don’t think they approved of the parking though. 

On the 27th April Churchdown and Cirencester Male Voice Choirs combined to hold a 

concert in support of Guide Dogs for the Blind at St Andrew’s, Churchdown. The theme 

was songs from films and shows. A notable highlight was the Chamber Choir’s 

performance of The Jersey’s Boys Medley and the joint performances of Unchained 

Melody and American Trilogy. Cirencester were very grateful to James who 

accompanied them for several of their songs and Churchdown wowed everybody with 

performances of Bohemian Rhapsody, Love Changes Everything and Nessun Dorma. The 

evening was accompanied with video slides of the important work that Guide Dogs do 

and an appreciative audience enjoyed every minute. 

On Sunday 5th May for the second consecutive year the choir were invited to perform 

for the 24 Hour Singathon at The Chapel of Gloucestershire University for Maggie’s 

Cancer Care. The choir contributed with a twenty minute set of memorable tunes and 

the evening was also graced by the presence of local MP Alex Chalk who had never 

heard the choir until then and was suitably impressed. Amber Smith who had arranged 

the event was delighted with how well the Singathon went and no doubt it will go ahead 

this year. 

On Friday 31st May the choir were joined for the first time by Sandneskamaratene MVC 

from Norway for another joint concert this time at St Barnabas Church, Gloucester. This 

was in aid of Art Shape and over £1000 was raised for the charity. The two joint items, 

Speed Your Journey and You’ll Never Walk Alone were a special highlight and it was a 

delight to hear this superb choir perform in Norwegian and English including some 

beautiful church madrigals and what can only be described as a modern arrangement of 

Be Still My Soul from Finlandia. Greg Owen and John Veits contributed as soloists in ‘You 

Raise Me Up’ and a past choir member, Malcolm Webb and myself performed The Pearl 

Fisher’s Duet by Bizet. The church was fully packed and we hope that we will repay the 

compliment by going over to Norway to perform with Sandneskamaratene sometime in 

the future. 

Another Friday concert this time on the 28th June held at Christchurch, Abbeydale in 

Gloucester. We were invited to raise funds for this small diagonal building and there was 

a good sized audience for this event. The soft singing of the choir was superb, diction 

good and breathing was well controlled in a challenging acoustic on a warm summer’s 

night. The concert was uplifting with memorable performances of The Lord’s My 

Shepherd, The Prayer and Nessun Dorma. As it was an especially warm evening the 
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doors at the back of the church remained open. Let us hope that our singing was heard 

on the wind by passers-by. 

Throughout the year the new committee had been working very hard on finding the 

choir new events to perform at. One of these was the prestigious Three Choir’s Festival. 

On the 28th July the choir performed on a large concrete circle in the precincts of 

Gloucester Cathedral. It was a brilliant out-door experience. The choir performed for an 

hour to a relatively large audience who were delighted with our singing. At one 

particular moment the strains of Verdi’s Requiem were heard from the Cathedral where 

the choirs were rehearsing but the audience were completely captivated by our singing 

and hardly noticed, I hope.  

The choir were again back at the Cathedral in September, this time for a service of 

Thanksgiving for the National Health Blood and Transplant Service. It was an echo of 

remembrance for those who have saved the lives of others. This year it was the turn of 

Gloucester Cathedral to host the Service of Remembrance for organ donors from the 

South West in the beautiful Lady Chapel. The choir were certainly inspired by their 

surroundings giving an inspirational and moving performance. Members of the 

congregation remarked on how well the choir sounded in the chapel and every choir 

member felt honoured that they had been part of this event. The Bare Necessities by 

James was a particular highlight. 

Also in September the choir gave a memorable concert with The Cotswold Soprano 

Rebecca Grant-Jones for Sue Ryder at St Peter’s Church, Leckhampton. This was the first 

concert where ‘World in Union’ had its first outing. The choir were again in top form and 

Morte Christi with soloist Rebecca with James on the organ was a particular highlight.  

One audience member said that she felt ‘ten times better’ after our performance and 

that Beck’s was stunning, so we must have her back. 

The annual tour was another huge success for the choir as they travelled down to St Ives 

Cornwall on a sunny October morning. We arrived at our hotel Tregenna Castle in good 

spirits and the choir were in good voice even after the evening meal. Concerts were with 

Truro MVC and Penzance Ladies’ Choir. There were two excellent concerts in two fine 

churches with great acoustics. On Friday the choir sang with Truro MVC in Falmouth (for 

it is a fine town) and the choir enjoyed a great tea before the concert so I am surprised 

they could sing at all on a full stomach. The choir’s MD Russell Pascoe was delighted that 

we had decided to sing the finale of Act 2 of The Force of Destiny with Sue Black as the 

soloist. A piece he remarked that he had never heard a Male Voice Choir sing before as 

it forms part of an opera usually. In turn Truro sang the Prisoner’s Chorus from the 

opera Fidelio by Beethoven and they did it in German. They also sang the famous 

Cantique De Jean Racine, in French of course. Then it was back to the hall for more food 

and Cornish singing. What a night! The next night we headed to Penzance where 

thankfully we didn’t encounter any pirates and we were greeted by the Penzance Ladies 

Choir MD who had a full Cornish accent.  Highlights from the concert included 

performances from the ladies of ‘May It Be’ from The Fellowship of The Ring by Howard 

Shore and from Churchdown, World in Union, Working Man with our crooning secretary 
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Ian Blowers and Nessun Dorma. Sue Black delighted everyone again with solos flirting 

with the choir in songs like ‘On My Lips Every Kiss Is Like Wine’. This was also the 

occasion where the choir paraded their new waistcoats which looked very stylish under 

the coloured lights. Then it was the concert finale of two popular songs, Gwahoddiad 

and Morte Christi accompanied by James on the organ and both choirs with Sue Black 

raising the roof. But the choir’s performances were not over and the very next morning 

we journeyed once again to Penzance to perform on the Marazion Beach in front of St 

Michael’s Mount. A large crowd gathered to hear us perform a cappella renditions of 

Anthem, Lilly of The Valley (accompanied by a JCB working on the beach) World in Union 

and Morte Christi with Sue. I must say that when the choir sang ‘Sailing’ with the 

backdrop of the Cornish coast complete with boats was a real highlight. At one point we 

were accompanied by the sound of a barking dog who barked even loudly after we had 

finished as in full appreciation. One almost wishes that we had sung ‘How much is that 

Doggie in the Window’ or ‘Who Let the Dogs Out’. Anyhow it was a great end to a great 

tour, one of the best and special thanks go to Ian Blowers who did so much to organise 

it. 

We were back again in Churchdown and got straight into rehearsals for the annual 

Christmas concerts in the Community Centre. However before the main event we 

entertained the shoppers at Dobby’s Garden Centre and at John Lewis twice. Once on 

the ground floor by the Changing Rooms and then on the second floor up by the 

escalators where we belted out classics like O Holy Night and Silent Night (but very 

quietly) Dobby’s was a bit different as the poor MD conducted an imaginary James who 

only played at one speed which the choir had to diligently follow as a backing track. 

However despite one hair-raising moment the choir surpassed themselves never taking 

their eyes off the MD who breathed a sigh of relief when it was all over. We were all 

very grateful to see James at the next rehearsal, particularly myself. Then onto the 

Christmas concerts where the format had slightly changed to ‘A Concert at Christmas’ 

with the emphasis still being a celebration of Christmas but this time allowing the choir 

to showcase some of their successes of the year including ‘World in Union’ The Prayer 

and Nessun Dorma.  Also James took centre stage conducting the Chamber Choir in a 

performance of ‘Gaudete’ made famous by Steel Eye Spam. The audience thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves including taking part in ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas’ where they 

all stood up in appreciation (many times!) We were treated to lovely poetry readings 

from Steve Tidcombe, solos and duets from Jeff Bourton with the MD getting involved 

as usual this time trying to double up as Pavarotti and David Bowie. Well he can dream.  

With the choir being specially lit, the MD with more facial hair than usual and solo 

contributions from more people in the choir than ever before, plus the great mixture of 

songs, the three concerts were a benchmark for Churchdown MVC Christmas Concerts 

to come. Special thanks must also go to Mike St John Green who has had a great year as 

the choir’s compere. 

Now just a few thoughts on a remarkable year of music-making and the choir entering a 

new decade and also looking forward to the future. We have a very strong choir and we 

have to keep up our traditions but also keep modernising so more young people will 
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want to join us. The new committee have already along with Greg Owen emphasised 

the publicity aspect we need and much work has been done by Greg for the website, 

posters and flyers and keeping members up to date with every aspect of the choir. I 

want to thank the committee, particularly Roger for his support, the MSC who have 

worked hard to create some great programmes and introduce new music and James 

who we and I can’t be without and to you for all your hard work this year. I will have 

completed 20 years membership with this choir in April and it’s been great, in fact it’s 

been fabulous! The only scary thing is that 20 years has gone by so quickly, so let’s make 

the most of 2020 and of the years to come. Thank you all very much. 

 9.   Proposals Received 
It is proposed that the President of CMVC is permitted to participate in the AGM, but 

NOT able to vote, and that the Constitution and/or Rules are appropriately modified to 

reflect  this.   Proposed by: Greg Owen  Seconded by: William Beamish. 

A discussion took place regarding the proposal and on a vote, the choir passed the 

proposal unanimously. Pete Wilson proposed and Colin Acton seconded.   

10.  Election of Officers of the Choir 
 For the election of the Chairman the Secretary took the chair. 
 
Chairman:  Roger Higgs Proposed by Colin Acton Seconded by Mike Lander  

On the vote being taken it was passed unanimously 
 
Treasurer: Mike Pictor Proposed by David Wilson Seconded by Jeff Bourton 

On the vote being taken it was passed unanimously 
 
 Secretary:  Ian Blowers Proposed by Mike Lander Seconded by Pete Wilson     

On the vote being taken it was passed unanimously 
 

11.  Election of four members of Executive Committee: 
 

 Mike Wakeham  Proposed by Mike Lander       Seconded by Geoff Senior 
 
 Mike St John Green Proposed by Petr Fothergill   Seconded by Mike Vickers 

 
 Tim Price      Proposed by David Wilson    Seconded by Albert Bater 
 
 Mike Brown  Proposed by John Friend     Seconded by John Viets 
 

12.  Election of Music Sub-Committee 
       Tenor 1 Greg Owen  
        Tenor 2 John Viets  
        Bass 1 Bill Beamish 
        Bass 2 Simon Hill 
 
       John Viets kindly agreed to being co-opted onto the MSC as T2 representative. 

 
 
      The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm 


